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DIALYSIS 
Patency of early cannulation versus standard arteriovenous grafts (April 2022) 
Early cannulation arteriovenous (AV) grafts reduce the time to first cannulation, which is important to 
reduce use of hemodialysis catheters and associated complications. Comparison of early cannulation 
grafts with standard grafts has only been evaluated in observational studies. Now, a trial that randomly 
assigned nearly 500 patients to standard or early cannulation AV grafts reported similar patency rates at 6 
and 12 months without significant differences in complication rates [4]. For patients in whom an AV graft is 
the best hemodialysis access and the need for chronic hemodialysis is imminent, these results support the 
use of early cannulation AV grafts. (See "Arteriovenous graft creation for hemodialysis and its 
complications", section on 'Early cannulation grafts'.) 
 
GLOMERULAR DISEASE AND VASCULITIS 
FAT1-associated membranous nephropathy in hematopoietic cell transplant recipients (April 2022) 
Membranous nephropathy (MN) is the most common form of the nephrotic syndrome in hematopoietic cell 
transplant (HCT) recipients. A new study has found that between 83 and 100 percent of patients with 
HCT-associated MN have antibodies directed against a novel glomerular target antigen, protocadherin 
FAT1 (FAT1) [9]. Although additional studies are needed to determine the cause of the alloimmune 
response to FAT1 in HCT recipients, these findings suggest that FAT1-associated MN may be a unique 
subset of MN in these patients. (See "Kidney disease following hematopoietic cell transplantation", section 
on 'Pathology and pathogenesis'.) 
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• 29 Apr 2022Topic: Assessment of hyponatraemia 
• 26 Apr 2022Topic: Assessment of visible haematuria 
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