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This month’s clinical questions are… 
 

For children with convergence insufficiency, how do non‐surgical interventions compare? 
 
For infants, what are the effects of skin care to prevent or reverse an impaired skin barrier on the 
development of eczema and food allergies? 
 
How do physical activity interventions with or without healthy lifestyle education tools compare with a 
standard physical education curriculum for promoting school achievement and cognition among 
children and adolescents classified as overweight and obese? 
 
What are the effects of interventions to prevent cerebral palsy in preterm or low birth weight infants? 
 
What are the effects of interventions to prevent cerebral palsy in neonates with perinatal asphyxia or 
evidence of neonatal encephalopathy? 
 
What is the accuracy of procalcitonin (PCT), C‐reactive protein (CRP), and erythrocyte 
sedimentation rate (ESR) for the diagnosis of acute pyelonephritis in children?   

 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Association of Intravenous Immunoglobulins Plus Methylprednisolone vs Immunoglobulins 
Alone With Course of Fever in Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children 
Abstract/Conclusion: Among children with MIS-C, treatment with IVIG and methylprednisolone vs 
IVIG alone was associated with a more favorable fever course. Study interpretation is limited by the 
observational design. 
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Title: Characteristics of children receiving universal health visitor reviews 
Abstract/Conclusion: Analysis of the characteristics of children who received universal health 
visitor reviews in 2018 to 2019 and 2019 to 2020. Characteristics include: ethnicity, deprivation, 
looked-after children, disability, vulnerability, whether children have moved within and between 
areas and where children have a preferred language other than English 
 
Title: Impact of a clinical decision rule on antibiotic prescription for children with suspected lower 
respiratory tract infections presenting to European emergency departments: a simulation study 
based on routine data. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Implementation of the Feverkidstool could reduce antibiotic prescriptions in 
children with suspected LRTIs in European EDs. 
 
Title: The impact of the coronavirus pandemic on child welfare: d/Deaf and disabled children and 
young people (PDF) 
Abstract/Conclusion: This briefing uses insight from Childline counselling sessions and NSPCC 
helpline contacts to highlight the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on d/Deaf, disabled and 
autistic children and young people. 
 
Title: Impact of Risk-Adapted Therapy for Pediatric Hodgkin Lymphoma on Risk of Long-Term 
Morbidity: A Report From the Childhood Cancer Survivor Study 
Abstract/Conclusion: To determine the incidence of serious chronic health conditions among 
survivors of pediatric Hodgkin lymphoma (HL), compare by era of therapy and by selected cancer 
therapies, and provide estimates of risks associated with contemporary therapy. 
 
Title: Improved quality of reporting safety data of medication in paediatric randomised controlled 
trials. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Reporting safety data in paediatric RCTs has improved over the past 10 
years. However, there is still room for improvement and for further improvement. Authors and editors 
should give more attention to methods for collecting, reporting and presenting safety data of RCTs in 
studies and manuscripts. 
 
Title: Opportunities for Stewardship in the Transition From Intravenous to Enteral Antibiotics in 
Hospitalized Pediatric Patients. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pediatric patients hospitalized with bacterial infections often receive 
intravenous (IV) antibiotics. Early transition to enteral antibiotics can reduce hospital duration, cost, 
and complications. We aimed to identify opportunities to transition from IV to enteral antibiotics, 
describe variation of transition among hospitals, and evaluate feasibility of novel stewardship 
metrics. 
 
Title: Paediatric severe asthma biologics service: from hospital to home. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Children with severe asthma may be treated with biologic agents normally 
requiring 2-4 weekly injections in hospital. In March 2020, due to COVID-19, we needed to minimise 
hospital visits. We assessed whether biologics could be given safely at home. The multidisciplinary 
team identified children to be considered for home administration. 
 
Title: Reducing corticosteroid phobia in pharmacy staff and parents of children with atopic 
dermatitis. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Our results show the prevalence of corticophobia among parents. Education 
of pharmacy staff and targeted patient counseling seems to be effective in reducing corticophobia. 
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