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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
No updates. 

 

Primary Research 
 
 
Title: Does adherence to lipid-lowering medications improve cancer survival? A nationwide 
study of breast and colorectal cancer, and melanoma  
Abstract/Conclusion: Cohort study (total n=38,195) found that each 10% increase in 1-year 
adherence to lipid-lowering medications was associated with reduced cancer specific mortality 
(HR 0.92, 95%CI 0.91-0.93 for breast cancer, 0.92, 0.91-0.93 for colorectal cancer and 0.97, 
0.94-1.00 for melanoma). 
 
Title: Elective Cancer Surgery in COVID-19–Free Surgical Pathways During the SARS-CoV-2 
Pandemic: An International, Multicenter, Comparative Cohort Study  
Abstract/Conclusion: Cohort study (9171 patients, 447 hospitals, 55 countries) found 
pulmonary complication rates and postoperative SARS-CoV-2 infection rates were lower with 
COVID-19–free surgical pathways (2.2% v 4.9%; OR 0.62; 95%CI, 0.44-0.86 and 2.1% vs 
3.6%, 0.53, 0.36-0.76 respectively). 
 
Title: Fifteen year quality of life outcomes in men with localised prostate cancer: population 
based Australian prospective study  
Abstract/Conclusion: Study found that those given active treatment for localised prostate 
cancer had worse long term quality of life than men without a diagnosis of prostate cancer. 
Radical prostatectomy patients faired especially badly, particularly in relation to long term 
sexual outcomes. 
 
Title: HPV Vaccination and the Risk of Invasive Cervical Cancer  
Abstract/Conclusion: Swedish study following 1,672,983 girls and women who were 10 to 30 
years of age from 2006 through 2017 found quadrivalent HPV vaccination linked to substantial 
reduction in risk of invasive cervical cancer (47 cases/100,000 persons vaccinated vs. 
94/100,000 non vaccinated). 
 
Title: The Impact of COVID-19 on Cancer Care: How the pandemic is delaying cancer 
diagnosis and treatment for American Seniors (PDF)  
Abstract/Conclusion: Study (n=6milion Medicare beneficiaries) found current impact of 
COVID-19 pandemic on cancer care in US has resulted in decreases and delays in identifying 
new cancers and delivery of treatment, which if unmitigated, will increase cancer morbidity 
and mortality for years to come. 
 
Title: Integrated Survival Estimates for Cancer Treatment Delay Among Adults With Cancer 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic  
Abstract/Conclusion: This decision analytical modeling study found that the OncCOVID 
web-based application can quantitatively aid in the resource allocation of individualized 
treatment for patients with cancer during the COVID-19 global pandemic. 
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Title: Multisystem Immune-Related Adverse Events Associated With Immune Checkpoint 
Inhibitors for Treatment of Non–Small Cell Lung Cancer  
Abstract/Conclusion: Study (n=623) found that this population treated with these agents 
developed multisystem immune-related adverse events, most commonly, pneumonitis 
thyroiditis, hepatitis thyroiditis, dermatitis pneumonitis, and dermatitis thyroiditis, which are 
associated with improved survival. 
 
Title: Prevalence and predictors of patients reporting adverse drug reactions to health care 
providers during oral targeted cancer treatment.  
Abstract/Conclusion: Follow-up calls served as an outlet to collect pharmacovigilance data 
by identifying over 20% of unreported ADRs to HCPs, in which over one-third were moderate 
to severe. However, future studies are needed to further understand the statistically significant 
differences found in under-reporting for women and the older population. 
 
Title: Randomized Phase III KEYNOTE-181 Study of Pembrolizumab Versus Chemotherapy 
in Advanced Esophageal Cancer  
Abstract/Conclusion: RCT (n=628) found pembrolizumab prolonged overall survival(OS) v. 
chemotherapy as 2nd line therapy in patients with PD-L1 CPS = 10, (median 9.3 v 6.7 
months; HR 0.69; 95% CI, 0.52 to 0.93; p=0.0074; estimated 12-month OS rate 43 v 20%), 
with fewer treatment-related adverse events.   
 
Title: Use of hormone replacement therapy and risk of breast cancer: nested case-control 
studies using the QResearch and CPRD databases  
Abstract/Conclusion: Study (n=98,611 breast cancer matched to 457,498 controls) presents 
new generalisable estimates of increased risks of breast cancer with different HRT 
preparations in UK. Risks varied between types of HRT, with higher risks for combined 
treatments and longer duration of use. 
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Topic: Non-small cell lung cancer 
 
Topic: Pancreatic cancer 
 
Topic: Renal cell carcinoma 
 
Topic: Retinoblastoma 
 
Topic: Testicular cancer 
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No updates. 
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Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
Celebs and lockdown heroes urge public to get cancer symptoms checked and attend routine 
appointments 

Online Resources 
BestBETs - BETs bring the evidence one step closer to the bedside, by providing answers to 

very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 

British National Formulary 

The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Procedures – available via your Athens login 

NHS Choices - Behind the Headlines – the latest newspaper headlines debunked. 

 

Journals & table of contents alerts 

 

The Clinical Librarian team can help set up table of content alerts to the journal of your choice. 

 National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

 
 

Breast cancer surgery is safer for older women than has been assumed 

 

People with anorectal melanoma may not benefit from radical surgery 

 

Results from a routine blood test could help in early detection of cancer 

 

Women with womb cancer are to be offered a genetic test for Lynch syndrome 

 

Annals of Oncology 
 

Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing 
 

Gynecologic Oncology Research and 
Practice 

 

International Journal of Clinical Oncology 
 

Journal of Hematology and Oncology 
 

The Lancet Oncology 
 

Neuro-Oncology 
 

BMC Cancer 

British Journal of Cancer 
 

Cancer Nursing 

Cancer Nursing Practice 
 

European Journal of Cancer 
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