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Systematic reviews from other sources 
 
Allostatic Load in Cancer: A Systematic Review and Mini Meta-Analysis.  

Apalutamide, enzalutamide, and darolutamide for non-metastatic castration-resistant prostate 

cancer: a systematic review and network meta-analysis.  

Bisphosphonates and risk of cancers: a systematic review and meta-analysis.  

Colorectal cancer metastases to the thyroid gland-a systematic review : Colorectal cancer 

thyroid metastases.  

Comparative efficacy of apalutamide darolutamide and enzalutamide for treatment of non-

metastatic castrate-resistant prostate cancer: A systematic review and network meta-analysis.  

Galectins-1,-3,-7,-8 and -9 as prognostic markers for survival in epithelial ovarian cancer: A 

systematic review and meta-analysis.  

Guidelines for cancer-related pain: A systematic review of complementary and alternative 

medicine recommendations.  

How views of oncologists and haematologists impacts palliative care referral: a systematic 
review.  
 
The levels, prevalence and related factors of compassion fatigue among oncology nurses: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis.  
Mortality due to cancer treatment delay: systematic review and meta-analysis.  

Organic food consumption and the incidence of cancer: a systematic review protocol.  

Overall Survival of CDK4/6-Inhibitor-Based Treatments in Clinically Relevant Subgroups of 

Metastatic Breast Cancer: Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis.  

Penile cancer: potential target for immunotherapy?  

Prevalence and risk factors of cancer-related fatigue: A systematic review and meta-analysis.  

Prognostic value of testosterone for the castration-resistant prostate cancer patients: a 

systematic review and meta-analysis.  

The Role of Circular RNAs in Pancreatic Ductal Adenocarcinoma and Biliary-Tract Cancers.  

Safety and efficacy of photobiomodulation therapy in oncology: A systematic review.  

Signs and symptoms associated with uterine cancer in pre- and postmenopausal women.  

Systematic review and meta-analysis concerning near-infrared imaging with fluorescent 

agents to identify the sentinel lymph node in oncology patients.  

Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Community- and Choice-Based Health State Utility 

Values for Lung Cancer.  

Systemic Review and Meta-analysis of Impact of Splenectomy for Advanced Gastric Cancer.  

Systematic review and meta-analysis of recent high-quality studies on exposure to particulate 

matter and risk of lung cancer.  

A Systematic Review of Intra-pancreatic Fat Deposition and Pancreatic Carcinogenesis.  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33138637/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32924096/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32924096/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32901134/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33150571/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33150571/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32605736/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32605736/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33156523/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33156523/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33197300/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33197300/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33228651/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33228651/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33205497/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33205497/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33148535/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33230014/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32407488/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32407488/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33145666/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32920423/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32681382/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32681382/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33158116/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33107198/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33204876/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32826112/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32826112/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32754857/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32754857/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33144415/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33181136/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33181136/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31749093/


Back to top 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
For adults with Hodgkin lymphoma receiving first‐line therapy, is the result of an interim 
positron emission tomography (PET) scan predictive of survival? 
 
For people with untreated chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), can prognostic models predict 
survival outcomes? 
 
How does radical prostatectomy compare with deferred treatment for people with localized 
prostate cancer?  
 
What is the accuracy of visual inspection for the diagnosis of basal cell skin cancer (BCC)? 
 
What is the accuracy of visual inspection for the diagnosis of cutaneous squamous cell skin 
cancer (cSCC)? 
 
What is the prevalence of severe fatigue among people who have been treated for childhood 
cancer? 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Annual mammographic screening to reduce breast cancer mortality in women from age 
40 years: long-term follow-up of the UK Age RCT   
Abstract/Conclusion: Annual mammography screening at ages 40 49 years conferred a 
reduction in breast cancer mortality, which was attenuated after 10 years. 
 
Title: Effect of Taxane Chemotherapy With or Without Indoximod in Metastatic Breast Cancer: 
A Randomized Clinical Trial   
Abstract/Conclusion: This randomized clinical trial found that, among patients with ERBB2-
negative metastatic breast cancer, addition of indoximod to a taxane did not improve PFS 
compared with a taxane alone. 
 
Title: Efficacy of Circulating Tumor Cell Count–Driven vs Clinician-Driven First-line Therapy 

Choice in Hormone Receptor–Positive, ERBB2-Negative Metastatic Breast Cancer: The STIC 

CTC Randomized Clinical Trial.  

Abstract/Conclusion: This randomized clinical trial found that the CTC count may be a 
reliable biomarker method for guiding the choice between chemotherapy and endocrine 
therapy as the first-line treatment in hormone receptor–positive, ERBB2-negative metastatic 
breast cancer. 
 
Title: Estimated impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cancer services and excess 1-year 
mortality in people with cancer and multimorbidity: near real-time data on cancer care, cancer 
deaths and a population-based cohort study   
Abstract/Conclusion: Dramatic reductions were detected in the demand for, and supply of, 
cancer services which have not fully recovered with lockdown easing. These may contribute, 
over a 1-year time horizon, to substantial excess mortality among people with cancer and 
multimorbidity. It is urgent to understand how the recovery of general practitioner, oncology 
and other hospital services might best mitigate these long-term excess mortality risks. 
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Title: First-Line Lorlatinib or Crizotinib in Advanced ALK-Positive Lung Cancer.   
Abstract/Conclusion: In an interim analysis of results among patients with previously 
untreated advanced ALK-positive NSCLC, those who received lorlatinib had significantly 
longer progression-free survival and a higher frequency of intracranial response than those 
who received crizotinib. The incidence of grade 3 or 4 adverse events was higher with 
lorlatinib than with crizotinib because of the frequent occurrence of altered lipid levels. 
 
Title:   Impact of Pharmacist-Led Patient Education in an Ambulatory Cancer Center: A Pilot 
Quality Improvement Project. 
Abstract/Conclusion: This survey-based study demonstrated the benefit of a pharmacist-led 
counseling session. An interdisciplinary approach involving the integration of oncology 
pharmacists in patient education can greatly impact the quality of care for oncology patients. 
 
Title: Intravesical nadofaragene firadenovec gene therapy for BCG-unresponsive non-muscle-
invasive bladder cancer: a single-arm, open-label, repeat-dose clinical trial.   
Abstract/Conclusion: Intravesical nadofaragene firadenovec was efficacious, with a 
favourable benefit:riskratio, in patients with BCG-unresponsive non-muscle-invasive bladder 
cancer. Thisrepresents a novel treatment option in a therapeutically challenging disease state. 
 
Title: Neutrophil extracellular trapping and angiogenesis biomarkers after intravenous or 
inhalation anaesthesia with or without intravenous lidocaine for breast cancer surgery: a 
prospective, randomised trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: I.V. perioperative lidocaine decreased postoperative expression of 
NETosis and MMP3, regardless of general anaesthetic technique. This supports the 
hypothesis that i.v. lidocaine during cancer surgery of curative intent might reduce recurrence. 
 
Title: Surgical Morbidity and Mortality From the Multicenter Randomized Controlled NeoRes II 
Trial: standard Versus Prolonged Time to Surgery After Neoadjuvant Chemoradiotherapy for 
Esophageal Cancer.  
Abstract/Conclusion: The timing of surgery after completed nCRT for carcinoma of the 
esophagus or esophagogastric junction, is not of major importance with regard to short‐term 
postoperative outcomes. 
 
Title: Racial/ethnic and gender disparities in the use of erythropoiesis-stimulating agents and 
blood transfusions: cancer management under Medicare's reimbursement policy.   
Abstract/Conclusion: Gender and racial/ethnic disparities were associated with the Medicare 
reimbursement policy change in the use of ESAs and blood transfusions. Thus, future policy 
considerations should keep biologic differences across gender and racial/ethnic groups in 
mind. 
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Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
NHS to pilot potentially revolutionary blood test that detects more than 50 cancers 

 

Online Resources 
BestBETs - BETs bring the evidence one step closer to the bedside, by providing answers to 

very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 

British National Formulary 

The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Procedures – available via your Athens login 

NHS Choices - Behind the Headlines – the latest newspaper headlines debunked. 
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First-line chemotherapy for ovarian cancer given once every three weeks may preserve quality 

of life 

People with thyroid cancer who are asked to follow a low iodine diet need clear information 

 

Womb cancer could be detected early with an inexpensive new blood test 

 

Women with cancer of the stomach or oesophagus are more likely to survive than men, but 

they have worse side effects from chemotherapy 
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