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Delayed surgery for localised and metastatic renal cell carcinoma: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis for the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Depression and Anxiety Among Patients with Cancer During COVID-19 Pandemic: A 
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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
How do epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) therapies compare with other cytotoxic 
chemotherapy for adults with advanced EGFR mutation non‐small‐cell lung cancer (NSCLC)?  
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How do platinum‐containing regimens compare with non‐platinum chemotherapy regimens for 
women with triple‐negative metastatic breast cancer?  
 
How does extended compare with standard lymph node resection for adults with pancreatic 
and periampullary adenocarcinoma?  
 
What are the effects of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF)‐targeting therapy for women 
with persistent, recurrent, or metastatic cervical cancer? 
  
 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Chemotherapy de-escalation using an 18F-FDG-PET-based pathological response-
adapted strategy in patients with HER2-positive early breast cancer (PHERGain): a 
multicentre, randomised, open-label, non-comparative, phase 2 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: 18F-FDG-PET identified patients with HER2-positive, early-stage 
breast cancer who werelikely to benefit from chemotherapy-free dual HER2 blockade with 
trastuzumab and pertuzumab,and a reduced impact on global health status. Depending on the 
forthcoming resultsfor the 3-year invasive disease-free survival endpoint, this strategy might 
be a validapproach to select patients not requiring chemotherapy. 
 
Title: Efficacy of Reduced-Intensity Chemotherapy With Oxaliplatin and Capecitabine on 
Quality of Life and Cancer Control Among Older and Frail Patients With Advanced 
Gastroesophageal Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: Decision-making for older and/or frail patients with advanced cancer 
can be enhanced using geriatric assessment; such patients generally benefit from reducing 
the intensity of chemotherapy. 
 
Title: Ibrutinib in combination with nab-paclitaxel and gemcitabine for first-line treatment of 
patients with metastatic pancreatic adenocarcinoma: phase III RESOLVE study 
Abstract/Conclusion: Overall response rates were 29% and 42%, respectively (P = 0.0058). 
Patients in the ibrutinib arm had less time on treatment and received lower cumulative doses 
for all agents compared with the placebo arm. The most common grade ≥3 adverse events for 
ibrutinib versus placebo arms included neutropenia (24% versus 35%), peripheral sensory 
neuropathy (17% versus 8%), and anemia (16% versus 17%). Primary reasons for any 
treatment discontinuation were disease progression and adverse events. Conclusions: 
Ibrutinib plus nab‐paclitaxel/gemcitabine did not improve OS or PFS for patients with PDAC. 
Safety was consistent with known profiles for these agents. 
 
Title: The potential of training specialist oncology nurses in real-life reporting of adverse drug 
reactions 
Abstract/Conclusion: This is the first study to show a significant and relevant increase in the 
number of well-documented ADR reports after a single educational intervention. The real-life 
pharmacovigilance educational intervention also resulted in a long-term increase in 
pharmacovigilance competence. We recommend implementing real-life, context- and problem-
based pharmacovigilance learning assignments in all healthcare curricula. 
 
Title: Predicted sensitivity to endocrine therapy for stage II-III hormone receptor-positive and 
HER2-negative (HR+/HER2-) breast cancer before chemo-endocrine therapy 
Abstract/Conclusion: SET2,3 added independent prognostic information to chemotherapy 
response (RCB) and baseline prognostic score or subtype. Approximately 40% of patients 
with clinically high‐risk HR+/HER2‐ disease had high SET2,3 and could be considered for 
clinical trials of neoadjuvant endocrine‐based treatment. 
 

Title: Second-line nivolumab in relapsed small-cell lung cancer: checkMate 331☆ 

Abstract/Conclusion: Nivolumab did not improve survival versus chemotherapy in relapsed 
SCLC. No new safety signals were seen. In exploratory analyses, select baseline 
characteristics were associated with improved OS for nivolumab. 
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Title: Three-Year Follow-up of Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy With or Without Anthracyclines in 
the Presence of Dual ERBB2 Blockade in Patients With ERBB2-Positive Breast Cancer: A 
Secondary Analysis of the TRAIN-2 Randomized, Phase 3 Trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: These results add to the literature on omitting anthracyclines in early-
stage ERBB2-positive breast cancer. 
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No updates. 

 

Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
NHS sees record number of people in March, following urgent cancer referrals 
 
NHS to offer new drug that halves the risk of cancer returning 
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very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 
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