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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
For men with prostate cancer and bone metastases, how do bisphosphonates compare with 
each other and with denosumab? 
 
How do immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) compare with platinum‐based chemotherapy for 
people with advanced non‐small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)? 
 
What are the effects of abiraterone acetate as adjunct to androgen deprivation therapy (ADT) 
for men with metastatic hormone‐sensitive prostate cancer?  

 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Camrelizumab plus carboplatin and pemetrexed versus chemotherapy alone in 
chemotherapy-naive patients with advanced non-squamous non-small-cell lung cancer 
(CameL): a randomised, open-label, multicentre, phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: The primary endpoint was met at the interim analysis, showing a 
statistically significant and clinically meaningful improvement in progression‐free survival with 
camrelizumab plus carboplatin and pemetrexed versus chemotherapy alone in all patients, 
supporting camrelizumab plus carboplatin and pemetrexed as a first‐line treatment option for 

Chinese patients with advanced non‐squamous NSCLC without EGFR and ALK alterations. 
The trial is being continued to collect long‐term outcomes in all patients and carry out 

confirmatory statistical testing for progression‐free survival in the PD‐L1–positive population. 
 
Title: Circulating tumour DNA in patients with advanced melanoma treated with dabrafenib or 
dabrafenib plus trametinib: a clinical validation study 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pretreatment and on‐treatment BRAFV600‐mutant ctDNA 
measurements could serve as independent, predictive biomarkers of clinical outcome with 
targeted therapy. 
 
Title: Effect of Postreinduction Therapy Consolidation With Blinatumomab vs Chemotherapy 
on Disease-Free Survival in Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults With First Relapse of B-
Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia: a Randomized Clinical Trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Among children, adolescents, and young adults with high‐ and 

intermediate‐risk first relapse of B‐ALL, postreinduction treatment with blinatumomab 
compared with chemotherapy, followed by transplant, did not result in a statistically significant 
difference in disease‐free survival. However, study interpretation is limited by early termination 
with possible underpowering for the primary end point. 
 
Title: Evolution of the Randomized Clinical Trial in the Era of Precision Oncology 
Abstract/Conclusion: This cohort study suggests that contemporary oncology RCTs now 
largely measure putative surrogate end points and are almost exclusively funded by the 
pharmaceutical industry. The increasing role of medical writers warrants attention. To 
demonstrate that new cancer treatments are high value, the oncology community needs to 
consider the extent to which study end points and target effect size provide meaningful benefit 
to patients. 
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Title: Food Constituent- and Herb-Drug Interactions in Oncology: Influence of Quantitative 
Modeling on Drug Labeling. 
Abstract/Conclusion: A model-informed decision tree based on mechanistic understanding 
of transporter and/or enzyme-mediated FC-DI is proposed based on bergamottin, curcumin, 
and hyperforin FC-DI clinical data. Adopting this quantitative modeling approach should 
streamline herbal product safety assessments, assist in FC-DI management, and ultimately 
promote safe clinical use of oncology drugs. 
 
Title: High-dose versus standard-dose twice-daily thoracic radiotherapy for patients with 
limited stage small-cell lung cancer: an open-label, randomised, phase 2 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: The higher radiotherapy dose of 60 Gy resulted in a substantial 
survival improvement compared with 45 Gy, without increased toxicity, suggesting that twice‐
daily thoracic radiotherapy of 60 Gy is an alternative to existing schedules. 
 
Title: Pembrolizumab versus investigator-choice chemotherapy for metastatic triple-negative 
breast cancer (KEYNOTE-119): a randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pembrolizumab did not significantly improve overall survival in patients 
with previouslytreated metastatic triple-negative breast cancer versus chemotherapy. These 
findingsmight inform future research of pembrolizumab monotherapy for selected 
subpopulationsof patients, specifically those with PD-L1-enriched tumours, and inform a 
combinatorialapproach for the treatment of patients with metastatic triple-negative breast 
cancer. 
 
Title: Pyrotinib plus capecitabine versus lapatinib plus capecitabine for the treatment of 
HER2-positive metastatic breast cancer (PHOEBE): a multicentre, open-label, randomised, 
controlled, phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pyrotinib plus capecitabine significantly improved progression‐free 
survival compared with that for lapatinib plus capecitabine, with manageable toxicity, and can 
be considered an alternative treatment option for patients with HER2‐positive metastatic 
breast cancer after trastuzumab and chemotherapy. 
 
Title: A randomized phase III trial comparing adjuvant single-agent S1, S-1 with oxaliplatin, 
and postoperative chemoradiation with S-1 and oxaliplatin in patients with node-positive 
gastric cancer after D2 resection: the ARTIST 2 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: In patients with curatively D2‐resected, stage II/III, node‐positive GC, 

adjuvant SOX or SOXRT was effective in prolonging DFS, when compared with S‐1 
monotherapy. The addition of radiotherapy to SOX did not significantly reduce the rate of 
recurrence after D2 gastrectomy. 
 
Title: Secondary cytoreduction followed by chemotherapy versus chemotherapy alone in 
platinum-sensitive relapsed ovarian cancer (SOC-1): a multicentre, open-label, randomised, 
phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Secondary cytoreduction followed by chemotherapy was associated 
with significantly longer progression-free survival than was chemotherapy alone in patients 
with platinum-sensitive relapsed ovarian cancer, and patients should be counselled about the 
option of secondary cytoreduction in specialised centres. Long-term survival outcomes will be 
assessed using mature data on overall survival. 
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Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
‘COVID-friendly’ cancer care at home extended for more patients 
 
NHS rolls out capsule cameras to test for cancer 
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National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

 
 

Extending breast screening to women in their forties may save lives without increasing harms, 

research suggests 

 

To improve team decision-making in cancer care: streamline workload, shorten meetings, 

address logistics and keep a gender balance on the team 
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