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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
How does indocyanine green angiography (ICGA) compare with clinical evaluation for women 

undergoing immediate breast reconstruction following skin‐sparing mastectomy? 
 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Association of Chemotherapy With Survival in Elderly Patients With Multiple 
Comorbidities and Estrogen Receptor–Positive, Node-Positive Breast Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: This cohort study found that in node-positive, estrogen receptor–
positive elderly patients with breast cancer and multiple comorbidities, receipt of 
chemotherapy was associated with improved overall survival. Despite attempts to adjust for 
selection bias, these findings suggest that physicians carefully selected patients likely to 
derive treatment benefit from adjuvant chemotherapy based on certain unmeasured variables. 
A standardized, multidisciplinary approach to care may be associated with long-term treatment 
outcomes in this subset of the population. 
 
Title: Cancer and Leukemia Group B 90203 (Alliance): Radical Prostatectomy With or Without 
Neoadjuvant Chemohormonal Therapy in Localized, High-Risk Prostate Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: The primary study end point, 3-year BPFS, was not met. Although 
some improvement was seen in secondary end points, any potential benefit must be weighed 
against toxicity. Our data do not support the routine use of neoadjuvant CHT and RP in 
patients with clinically localized, high-risk PC at this time. 
 
Title: Cancer incidence following a high-normal platelet count: cohort study using electronic 
healthcare records from English primary care 
Abstract/Conclusion: Platelet counts at the high-normal range in males aged ≥60 years may 
be indicative of an underlying malignancy, and referral for further investigation should be 
considered. 
 
Title: Chronic Comorbidities Among Survivors of Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: Risk of developing comorbidities is increased in survivors of AYA 
cancer compared with the general population. Specific cancer treatment exposures were 
associated with risk of developing different comorbidities. These findings have important 
implications for survivorship care planning and patient education. 
 
Title: Differential Benefit of Adjuvant Docetaxel-Based Chemotherapy in Patients With Early 
Breast Cancer According to Baseline Body Mass Index 
Abstract/Conclusion: This retrospective analysis of a large adjuvant trial highlights a 
differential response to docetaxel according to BMI, which calls for a body composition–based 
re-evaluation of the risk-benefit ratio of the use of taxanes in breast cancer. These results now 
must be confirmed in additional series. 
 
Title: Effect of delays in the 2-week-wait cancer referral pathway during the COVID-19 
pandemic on cancer survival in the UK: a modelling study. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Prompt provision of additional capacity to address the backlog of 
diagnostics will minimise deaths as a result of diagnostic delays that could add to those 
predicted due to expected presentational delays. Prioritisation of patient groups for whom 
delay would result in most life-years lost warrants consideration as an option for mitigating the 
aggregate burden of mortality in patients with cancer. 
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Title: Effectiveness of a Multimedia Educational Intervention to Improve Understanding of the 
Risks and Benefits of Palliative Chemotherapy in Patients With Advanced Cancer: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Provision of an educational video and booklet did not alter patients’ 
expectation of cure from PC. Alternative delivery strategies, such as integration with nurse 
teaching, could be explored in future studies. 
 
Title: Healthcare Provider Attitudes, Beliefs, and Perceived Confidence in Managing Patients 
with Cancer Pain and Nonmedical Opioid Use. 
Abstract/Conclusion: The majority of healthcare providers expressed concerns about under 
detection of NMOU and under treatment of pain among patients with cancer. Many self-
reported knowledge and confidence deficits in caring for cancer patients with NMOU. 
 
Title: The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cancer deaths due to delays in diagnosis in 
England, UK: a national, population-based, modelling study 
Abstract/Conclusion: Substantial increases in the number of avoidable cancer deaths in 
England are to be expected as a result of diagnostic delays due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 
the UK. Urgent policy interventions are necessary, particularly the need to manage the 
backlog within routine diagnostic services to mitigate the expected impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on patients with cancer. 
 
Title: Incorporating a clinical oncology pharmacist into an ambulatory care pharmacy in 
pediatric hematology-oncology and transplant clinic: Assessment and significance. 
Abstract/Conclusion: The involvement of clinical oncology pharmacist into a specialized 
outpatient clinic of hematology-oncology and transplant clinic plays an integral role in 
minimizing the adverse effect and reduction in readmission into the hospital. 
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Topic: Assessment of chronic abdominal pain 

Topic: Cholangiocarcinoma 
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No updates. 

 

Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
 

No updates. 

 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/article-abstract/2768015
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/article-abstract/2768015
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/article-abstract/2768015
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32645456
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32645456
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045(20)30388-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045(20)30388-0/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32633660
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32633660
https://bestpractice.bmj.com/topics/en-gb/767
https://bestpractice.bmj.com/topics/en-gb/721
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/


Back to top 
 

Online Resources 
BestBETs - BETs bring the evidence one step closer to the bedside, by providing answers to 

very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 

British National Formulary 

The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Procedures – available via your Athens login 

NHS Choices - Behind the Headlines – the latest newspaper headlines debunked. 
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