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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
For adults with locally advanced or metastatic soft tissue sarcoma receiving palliative care, 
how does doxorubicin monotherapy compare with doxorubicin‐based combination 
chemotherapy? 

For adults with non‐advanced colorectal cancer, what are the effects of physical activity? 

For people with Hodgkin's disease, how does chemoradiotherapy compare with chemotherapy 
or radiotherapy alone? 

For people with non‐small cell lung cancer, what are the effects of adjunct chemotherapy? 

How does retzius‐sparing robot‐assisted laparoscopic prostatectomy (RS‐RALP) compare 
with standard RALP for men with clinically localized prostate cancer?  

 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Adavosertib plus gemcitabine for platinum-resistant or platinum-refractory recurrent 
ovarian cancer: a double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 2 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: The observed clinical efficacy of a Wee1 inhibitor combined with 
gemcitabine supports ongoing assessment of DNA damage response drugs in high-grade 
serous ovarian cancer, a TP53-mutated tumour type with high replication stress. This 
therapeutic approach might be applicable to other tumour types with high replication stress; 
larger confirmatory studies are required. 
 
Title: An Analysis of Contemporary Oncology Randomized Clinical Trials From Low/Middle-
Income vs High-Income Countries 
Abstract/Conclusion: This cohort study of oncology phase III RCTs published 2014-17 found 
they are conducted predominantly in high-income countries and study cancers that do not 
match the global burden of disease, with a funding and publication bias against those led by 
low-middle–income countries. 
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Title: Aspirin Use and Risk of Colorectal Cancer Among Older Adults   
Abstract/Conclusion: Initiating aspirin at an older age was not associated with a lower risk of 
CRC in this pooled analysis of 2 cohort studies. In contrast, those who used aspirin before 
age 70 years and continued into their 70s or later had a reduced risk of CRC. 
 
Title: Development and Validation of a Risk Tool for Predicting Severe Toxicity in Older Adults 
Receiving Chemotherapy for Early-Stage Breast Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: The Cancer and Aging Research Group-Breast Cancer (CARG-BC) 
score was developed and validated to predict grade 3-5 chemotherapy toxicity in older adults 
with early-stage breast cancer. 
 
Title: Excellent Outcomes With Reduced Frequency of Vincristine and Dexamethasone 
Pulses in Standard-Risk B-Lymphoblastic Leukemia: Results From Children's Oncology Group 
AALL0932 
Abstract/Conclusion: The NCI-SR AR B-ALL who received VCR/DEX12 had outstanding 
outcomes despite receiving one third of the vincristine/dexamethasone pulses previously used 
as standard of care on Children's Oncology Group (COG) trials. The higher starting dose of  
MTX of 40 mg/m2 once weekly did not improve outcomes when compared with 20 mg/m2 
once weekly. The decreased frequency of vincristine/dexamethasone pulses has been 
incorporated into frontline COG B-ALL trials to decrease the burden of therapy for patients 
and their families. 
 
Title: Exploring practice site contributions and professionalization impact of engaging student 
pharmacists on hematology-oncology advanced pharmacy practice experience rotations. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pharmacy students make significant direct patient care contributions to 
hem-onc practice settings by evaluating pharmacotherapy and providing education to patients 
and healthcare personnel. Participation in hem-onc APPEs is highly influential to the 
professionalization of students, particularly in developing skills in oncology practice, patient 
interactions/communications, and developing self-awareness. 
 
Title: Frequency of and Factors Associated With Nonmedical Opioid Use Behavior Among 
Patients With Cancer Receiving Opioids for Cancer Pain 
Abstract/Conclusion: This prognostic study of patients with cancer taking opioids for cancer 
pain found that 19% of patients developed NMOU behavior within a median duration of 8 
weeks after initial supportive care clinic consultation. Marital status (single or divorced), 
SOAPP score greater than 7, higher levels of pain severity, and MEDD level were 
independently associated with NMOU behavior. This information will assist clinicians and 
investigators designing clinical and research programs in this important field. 
 
Title: Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the detection and management of colorectal 
cancer in England: a population-based study 
Abstract/Conclusion: The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a sustained reduction in the 
number of people referred, diagnosed, and treated for colorectal cancer. By October, 2020, 
achievement of care pathway targets had returned to 2019 levels, albeit with smaller volumes 
of patients and with modifications to usual practice. As pressure grows in the NHS due to the 
second wave of COVID-19, urgent action is needed to address the growing burden of 
undetected and untreated colorectal cancer in England. 
 
Title: Societal costs of chemotherapy in the UK: an incidence-based cost-of-illness model for 
early breast cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: Chemotherapy use carries significant indirect costs for society, as well 
as patients and their carers. These wider costs and societal perspective should be considered 
by commissioners to ensure chemotherapy is better targeted at those who most need it and to 
avoid placing unnecessary costs on patients, their caregivers and wider society. 
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Title: Usability evaluation of an integrated electronic medication management system 
implemented in an oncology setting using the unified theory of the acceptance and use of 
technology 
Abstract/Conclusion: Nurses demonstrated overall satisfaction with the EMMS, whilst 
doctors and pharmacists perceived usability problems, particularly related to restricted 
automaticity and system complexity, which hindered perceived EMMS success. The study 
demonstrates the feasibility and utility of the UTAUT framework to evaluate usability of an 
EMMS for multiple user groups in the Oncology setting. 
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