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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
Do automated telephone communication systems (ATCSs) improve cancer screening rates? 

For adults with suspicious skin lesions, can smartphone applications (apps) accurately rule out 
cutaneous invasive melanoma and atypical intraepidermal melanocytic variants? 

What are the effects of adjuvant progestogens for women with endometrial cancer? 

What is the accuracy of basal calcitonin for detection of medullary thyroid cancer in people 
with nodular thyroid disease? 

 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Analyses of Risk, Racial Disparity, and Outcomes Among US Patients With Cancer and 
COVID-19 Infection 
Abstract/Conclusion: In this case-control study, patients with cancer were at significantly 
increased risk for COVID-19 infection and worse outcomes, which was further exacerbated 
among African Americans. These findings highlight the need to protect and monitor patients 
with cancer as part of the strategy to control the pandemic. 
 
Title: Cancer risk in individuals with major birth defects: large Nordic population based case-
control study among children, adolescents, and adults 
Abstract/Conclusion: The increased risk of cancer in individuals with birth defects persisted 
into adulthood, both for non-chromosomal and chromosomal anomalies. Further studies on 
the molecular mechanisms involved are warranted. 
 
Title: Efficacy of Capecitabine Plus Irinotecan vs Irinotecan Monotherapy as Second-line 
Treatment in Patients With Advanced Gallbladder Cancer: A Multicenter Phase 2 Randomized 
Clinical Trial (GB-SELECT) 
Abstract/Conclusion: There was no significant difference in OS between treatment with 
capecitabine plus irinotecan or irinotecan alone among previously treated patients with 
gallbladder cancer. Single-agent irinotecan should be the preferred treatment option for such 
patients. 
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Title: Fixed-dose combination of pertuzumab and trastuzumab for subcutaneous injection plus 
chemotherapy in HER2-positive early breast cancer (FeDeriCa): a randomised, open-label, 
multicentre, non-inferiority, phase 3 study 
Abstract/Conclusion: The study met its primary endpoint: the fixed-dose combination of 
pertuzumab and trastuzumab for subcutaneous injection provides non-inferior cycle 7 
pertuzumab serum C trough concentrations to intravenous pertuzumab plus trastuzumab in 
the neoadjuvant setting with comparable total pathological complete response rates, 
supporting the FDA approval. Safety was similar between treatment groups, and in line with 
other pertuzumab, trastuzumab, and chemotherapy trials. Follow-up is ongoing for long-term 
outcomes, including efficacy and long-term safety. 
 
Title: Inflammatory myositis in cancer patients receiving immune checkpoint inhibitors 
Abstract/Conclusion: ICI‐myositis is a rare but severe adverse event. More than half of the 
patients presented with overlap manifestations, and had deleterious outcomes including 
respiratory failure and death. None of the patients with ICI‐myositis alone died from the 
adverse event. Optimal treatment strategies remain to be determined. 
 
Title: Pan-AKT Inhibitor Capivasertib With Docetaxel and Prednisolone in Metastatic 
Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer: A Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Phase II Trial 
(ProCAID) 
Abstract/Conclusion: The addition of capivasertib to chemotherapy did not extend cPFS in 
mCRPC irrespective of PI3K/AKT/PTEN pathway activation status. The observed OS result (a 
secondary end point) will require prospective validation in future studies to address potential 
for bias. 
 
Title: Pembrolizumab in Microsatellite-Instability–High Advanced Colorectal Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: Pembrolizumab led to significantly longer progression-free survival 
than chemotherapy when received as first-line therapy for MSI-H–dMMR metastatic colorectal 
cancer, with fewer treatment-related adverse events. 
 
Title: Polypharmacy And The Use Of Low Or Limited Value Medications In Advanced Cancer. 
Abstract/Conclusion: Polypharmacy and continued prescribing of low or limited value 
medications was identified in a high proportion of patients. Further studies are needed to 
assess the impact of continuing these medications, as well as investigation of patient and 
physician attitudes towards de-escalation. 
 
Title: Randomized Trial of Irinotecan and Cetuximab With or Without Vemurafenib in BRAF-
Mutant Metastatic Colorectal Cancer (SWOG S1406) 
Abstract/Conclusion: Simultaneous inhibition of EGFR and BRAF combined with irinotecan 
is effective in BRAFV600E-mutated CRC. 
 
Title: Short-course radiotherapy followed by chemotherapy before total mesorectal excision 
(TME) versus preoperative chemoradiotherapy, TME, and optional adjuvant chemotherapy in 
locally advanced rectal cancer (RAPIDO): a randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: The observed decreased probability of disease-related treatment 
failure in the experimental group is probably indicative of the increased efficacy of 
preoperative chemotherapy as opposed to adjuvant chemotherapy in this setting. Therefore, 
the experimental treatment can be considered as a new standard of care in high-risk locally 
advanced rectal cancer. 
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 NHS gives cancer patients genetic test to select best treatment  
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National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

 
 

Rituximab improves survival in children with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 
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