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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 

[Find a new clinical question here https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cca] 
 
 

How does intravesical Bacillus Calmette‐Guérin compare with mitomycin C for adults with Ta 
and T1 bladder cancer? 
 
What are the benefits and harms of drug therapy for terminally ill adults? 
 
What is the accuracy of teledermatology using photographic images for detection of invasive 
melanoma or atypical intraepidermal melanocytic variants? 
 

 

Primary Research 
 
Title: Association Between Breastfeeding and Ovarian Cancer Risk 
Abstract/Conclusion: Breastfeeding is associated with a significant decrease in risk of 
ovarian cancer overall and for the high-grade serous subtype, the most lethal type of ovarian 
cancer. The findings suggest that breastfeeding is a potentially modifiable factor that may 
lower risk of ovarian cancer independent of pregnancy alone. 
 
Title: Bevacizumab and platinum-based combinations for recurrent ovarian cancer: a 
randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial 
Abstract/Conclusion: Carboplatin–pegylated liposomal doxorubicin–bevacizumab is a new 
standard treatment option for platinum-eligible recurrent ovarian cancer. 
 
Title: Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and lung cancer incidence in never smokers: a 
cohort study 
Abstract/Conclusion: In conclusion, COPD was a strong independent risk factor for lung 
cancer incidence in never smokers. Furthermore, never smokers with COPD had a similar risk 
of lung cancer compared with ever smokers without COPD. Patients with COPD are at a high 
risk of lung cancer and future studies should evaluate whether COPD patients are candidates 
for lung cancer screening, irrespective of smoking status. 
 
Title: Effect of Dexrazoxane on Left Ventricular Systolic Function and Treatment Outcomes in 
Patients With Acute Myeloid Leukemia: A Report From the Children's Oncology Group 
Abstract/Conclusion: Dexrazoxane preserved cardiac function without compromising EFS 
and OS or increasing noncardiac toxicities. Dexrazoxane should be considered for 
cardioprotection during frontline treatment of pediatric AML. 
 
Title: Exploring the adverse effects of chemotherapeutic agents used in the treatment of 
cervical and ovarian cancer from the patients' perspective: a content analysis of the online 
discussion forums 
Abstract/Conclusion: The online discussion forums allowed patients to express their 
concerns in a blame-free environment that provided novel insight into the impact of 
chemotherapy-associated adverse effects on patients with cervical and ovarian cancers. Real-
life experiences shared by patients can help the healthcare professionals to find the right 
balance between prolonged survival and quality of life. 
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Title: The global, regional, and national burden of oesophageal cancer and its attributable risk 
factors in 195 countries and territories, 1990–2017: a systematic analysis for the Global 
Burden of Disease Study 2017 
Abstract/Conclusion: Despite reductions in age-standardised incidence and mortality rates, 
oesophageal cancer remains a major cause of cancer mortality and burden across the world. 
Oesophageal cancer is a highly fatal disease, requiring increased primary prevention efforts 
and, possibly, screening in some high-risk areas. Substantial variation exists in age-
standardised incidence rates across regions and countries, for reasons that are unclear. 
 
Title: Impact of Asparaginase Discontinuation on Outcome in Childhood Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia: A Report From the Children's Oncology Group 
Abstract/Conclusion: Discontinuation of ASNase doses is associated with inferior DFS in 
higher-risk patients. Our results illustrate the severe consequences of Erwinia shortages. 
 
Title: Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor Rechallenge After Immune-Related Adverse Events in 
Patients With Cancer   
Abstract/Conclusion: This cohort study found a 28.8% recurrence rate of the same irAE 
associated with the discontinuation of ICI therapy after a rechallenge with the same ICI. 
Resuming ICI therapy could be considered for select patients, with appropriate monitoring and 
use of standard treatment algorithms to identify and treat toxic effects. 
 
Title: Olaparib for Metastatic Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer 
Abstract/Conclusion: In men with metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer who had 
disease progression while receiving enzalutamide or abiraterone and who had alterations in 
genes with a role in homologous recombination repair, olaparib was associated with longer 
progression-free survival and better measures of response and patient-reported end points 
than either enzalutamide or abiraterone. 
 
Title: The Use of Not-Negative Conclusions to Describe Results of Formally Negative Trials 
Presented at Oncology Meetings 
Abstract/Conclusion: Presentations at medical meetings have great resonance within the 
scientific community, especially following the diffusion of social media. Oral presentations are 
not subject to peer review, and some authors’ conclusions may not be completely justified by 
the results. This is particularly critical when, despite the formally negative trial result, the 
authors’ conclusions are not-negative. The aim of this quality improvement analysis was to 
describe the frequency and type of not-negative conclusions used by presenters to discuss 
the results of formally negative trials at recent oncology meetings. 
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No updates. 
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Oncology in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
 

NHS strikes deal on first in a new generation of cancer busting drugs 
 
NHS warning to seek help for cancer symptoms, as half of public report concerns with getting 
checked 

 

Online Resources 
 

BestBETs - BETs bring the evidence one step closer to the bedside, by providing answers to 

very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 

British National Formulary 

The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Procedures – available via your Athens login 

NHS Choices - Behind the Headlines – the latest newspaper headlines debunked. 
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