
Back to top 
 

 
Produced by the Clinical Librarian Service 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Would you like your own, tailored evidence updates? Email the Clinical Librarian team to receive 
bulletins every two weeks on the topics of your choice. 
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This month’s clinical questions are… 

 
For people with acute ischemic stroke, how does purified monosialoganglioside GM1 impact 
on mortality?  
 
What are the effects of tirilazad for people with acute ischemic stroke?  
 
What is the accuracy of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the hippocampus, medial 
temporal lobe, and lateral ventricles for the diagnosis of dementia due to Alzheimer's disease?  
 
 

 

Primary Research 

Title: Association of Medication Adherence with Hospital Utilization and Costs Among Elderly 
with Diabetes Enrolled in a State Pharmaceutical Assistance Program.  
Abstract/Conclusion: Among SPAP-enrolled elderly patients, nonadherence to OAMs was 
significantly associated with increased risk of hospitalization, longer hospital stays, and 
greater hospitalization costs. Attention is needed to improve medication adherence among 
elderly receiving financial assistance to pay their prescriptions to reduce economic burden on 
the health care system. 
 
Title: Comparison Between Ticagrelor and Clopidogrel in Elderly Patients with an Acute 
Coronary Syndrome: Insights from the SWEDEHEART Registry  
Abstract/Conclusion: Ticagrelor use among elderly MI patients was associated with higher 
risk of bleeding and death compared with clopidogrel. A randomized study of ticagrelor vs 
clopidogrel in the elderly is needed. 
 
Title: Dabigatran trough concentrations in very elderly patients  
Abstract/Conclusion: Clinicians should be aware of higher dabigatran concentrations in 
elderly patients despite dose reduction. 
 
Title: Discontinuation of antipsychotics treatment for elderly patients within a specialized 
behavioural unit: a retrospective review.  
Abstract/Conclusion: The use of high dose antipsychotics is associated with worse 
discontinuation outcomes in hospitalized dementia patients. Therefore, our results suggest not 
exceeding a daily dose of 50 mg of quetiapine, 1.75 mg of olanzapine and 0.5 mg of 
risperidone when used for responsive behaviours and reassess the benefits and risks for each 
patient regularly. 
 
Title: The effect of an inpatient geriatric stewardship on drug-related problems reported by 
patients after discharge.  
Abstract/Conclusion: The geriatric stewardship did not significantly reduce drug-related 
problems, but it significantly halved drug-related complaints. One-in-three initial 
recommendations were altered due to primary care provider and patient input. Inpatient 
medication reviews should not be based on clinical records only; they require transmural 
collaboration and patient participation to ensure continuity of patient care. 
 
Title: A UK survey of COVID‐19 related social support closures and their effects on older 
people, people with dementia, and carers  
Abstract/Conclusion: Being unable to access social support services due to COVID 
contributed to worse quality of life and anxiety in those affected by dementia and older adults 
across the UK. Social support services need to be enabled to continue providing support in 
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adapted formats, especially in light of continued public health restrictions for the foreseeable 
future. 
 

 
 

 

Athens is required for off-site access to BMJ Best Practice 

 
Topic: Constipation 

 

 

Athens is required for off-site access to DynamedPlus 

 
No updates. 
 
 

 

Older People’s Medicine in the News 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/ 

 
No updates. 
 
  

Online Resources 
 

BestBETs - BETs bring the evidence one step closer to the bedside, by providing answers to 

very specific clinical problems, using the best available evidence. 

British National Formulary (BNF) 

The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Procedures – available via your Athens login 

NHS Choices - Behind the Headlines – the latest newspaper headlines debunked. 

 

Journals & table of contents alerts 

The Clinical Librarian team can help set up table of content alerts to the journal of your choice. 

Age and Ageing Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics  

BMC Geriatrics Clinical Medicine Insights: Geriatrics 

Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine Journal of Nutrition in Gerontology and Geriatrics 

Journal of the American Geriatrics Society Nursing Older People 
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National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

 
 

No updates. 
 

 
 
 


