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Welcome to the Starfish Ward at the 

QA Hospital in Portsmouth
Starfish Ward  provides inpatient care for children up to 18 years of age. The ward has 24 

cots and beds, 12 of which are in single rooms, the rest are made up for three, four-

bedded bays. All have en-suite facilities. The ward is mainly for children or young people 

with medical illnesses, and we admit children for a range of reasons; either as an 

emergency or as a planned admission and from various routes; from the Children's 

Outpatient Department, Children's Assessment Unit, from home (direct admission), 

Children's Emergency Department, or as a transfer from another hospital. Children who 

require high dependency care will be managed nursed on the wards  within the 

Paediatric Unit. Those requiring intensive care will need to be either transferred to 

Intensive Care within Queen Alexandra Hospital, or a Paediatric Intensive Care Unit 

which is at Southampton General Hospital. There is a playroom very near Starfish Ward 

and the ward has a Play Specialist for five days a week and there is a notice on the door 

of activities for the day, this is dependent on age of children at the time. A school-teacher 

and a non-teaching assistant are available during term time from Monday to Friday.

Spoke Placements Available

1 or 2 day placements  may be possible within the following areas;

Physio, OT, diabetes nurse specialist, and children's outpatients.

Working Patterns

Early: 7:30 - 15:30 = 7.5hrs (30min break)

Long Day: 7:30 - 20:00 = 11.5 hours (60min break)

Late: 12:00 - 20:00 = 7.5hrs (30min break)

Night: 19:30 - 08:00 = 11.5 hours (60min break)

You are expected to work a variety of shifts to gain 24 hour care experience, including 

nights and weekends. You will be required to wear your student uniform with ID badge at 

all times. 

Contact Numbers Ward Manager

Main Switchboard – 023 92 286000 Jessica Dodgson

Ext: 3341/ 4306                                               Jessica.Dodgson@porthosp.nhs.uk

Student Link

Emily Jessop

Emily.mayhew@porthosp.nhs.uk
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