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Purpose of paper Board Awareness 

Key points for Trust Board 
members 

Briefly summarise in bullet 
point format the main points 
and key issues that the Trust 
Board members should focus 
on including conclusions and 
proposals 

The Trust has a policy and process for dealing with foetal remains in 
keeping with national guidance. 

 

The Trust monitors patient moves including those out of hours. 

Options and decisions 
required 

Clearly identify options that 
are to be considered and any 
decisions required 

Awareness and discussion. 

Next steps / future actions: 

Clearly identify what will follow 
the Trust Board’s discussion 

None 

Consideration of legal 
issues (including Equality 
Impact Assessment)?     

None – as long as guidance is followed. 

Consideration of Public and 
Patient Involvement and 
Communications 
Implications? 

Potential subject of media / public sensitivity. 

 

Links to Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust  Board Strategic Aims, Assurance 
Framework/Corporate Risk Register 

Strategic Aim Strategic Aims 2 & 3 

BAF/Corporate Risk Register 
Reference (if applicable) 

N/A 

Risk Description 
N/A 

CQC Reference 
N/A 

 

Committees/Meetings at which paper has been approved: Date 

N/A  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Foetal Remains / Tissue 
 
The Trust can confirm that all foetal remains from Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust’s 
(PHT) patients are cremated using the services of Portchester Crematorium with a 
full audit history. 
 
There remains, however, a concern with regard to patients who undergo termination 

of pregnancies by the current British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) which 

carry out procedures on our site but do so under the governance of Solent NHS 
Trust.  
 

The contract for British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) was won by Solent NHS 

Trust and began in June 2013. Since then, the foetal remains do not go through the 
same procedure as before and there is a lack of audit trail. The Trust held a meeting 
with BPAS on 10 March 2014 and it was confirmed that foetal remains are no longer 
cremated but incinerated. Foetal remains are transferred with ‘anatomical waste’ and 
incinerated. BPAS will be considering that process for foetal remain in the future. 
 
The concern for the Trust is the differentiation between what occurs on ‘out site’ and 
what occurs under our name. 
 
 
 
Patient Moves 
 
This issue is contained within the Board Performance Report. 


